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Imagine that the year is 1865, and that you live in Hartsdale and want to get to
Yonkers to see the horse race. You are surrounded by fields and farms, how do you
get there? If your answer was to make a road, how would you do that on a middleclass income? You couldn’t. You would need someone wealthy and well
connected to do it for you. Enter William Marcy Tweed, more commonly known
as Boss Tweed. He can do it for you because he is the leader of the Democratic
Party political machine known as Tammany Hall, as such he is arguably the most
powerful political figure yet seen in America. Your problem is solved. What
follows is the story of the rise of Central Avenue, and how farmland became a
major shopping district.

In 1867 or 1868, Boss Tweed wanted to connect New York City to White Plains in
order to enlarge his wealth and political influence. The problem was that there was
nothing but fields in between these portions of his operation. He proposed the
creation of a major roadway to connect his empire. The largest scandal of the

century ensued as Tweed bribed and embezzled his way to get the necessary land
and building permits.

Ironically, this product of corruption would actually be of great benefit to New
York City and the surrounding area such as Greenburgh and Yonkers. The ground
for the purposed road would be leveled in 1871(Bae 1994 p. 3A). This purposed
road would eventually become Central Avenue which would be a boon to both
transportation and commerce (Leviness p. 12). Today, Central Avenue runs from
Yonkers to White Plains passing through Greenburgh’s Villages of Hartsdale and
Edgemont along its way (Scarsdale Inquirer, May 17 1912).

Tweed however, would not be around to enjoy any of these transportation or
commercial benefits which Central Avenue offers, because in addition to being the
year the ground for Central Avenue was leveled, 1871 was also the year his
organization was toppled when the extent of his crimes was revealed to the public
in an exposé by the New York times (MICROSOFT ENCARTA, 1993-2003
Microsoft Corporation). The article contained data from Andrew Green
(https://nypost.com/2003/06/15/oust-boss-tweed-rename-building-for-a-true-n-ygreat/) as well as numerous political cartoons from Thomas Nast (MICROSOFT
ENCARTA, 1993-2003 Microsoft Corporation). After this exposé came out, Boss
Tweed was arrested, tried, and sentenced to twelve years in prison (MICROSOFT
ENCARTA, 1993-2003 Microsoft Corporation). Somehow, he managed to get
released after only serving one year of this sentence, but then he was arrested again
on different charges. He briefly escaped to Spain, but was caught in 1876, and died
in prison in 1878 (MICROSOFT ENCARTA, 1993-2003 Microsoft Corporation).

In 1901, only 4 houses existed along the portion of Central Avenue that runs
through Hartsdale and no businesses were present. The section of the road that runs
through Edgemont didn’t even have any houses (1901 Atlas retrieved from
Westchester County Archives). The road wasn’t graveled until 1906 (Leviness
1968 p. 12). This is probably because; Tweed’s arrest and trial halted further
developments on the road. In October of 1912, the Greenburgh section of Central
Ave. was paved (Scarsdale Inquirer, May 17, 1912).

In 1930, the Hartsdale Fire Department Post 1 and Peter Pan Service Garage, and
various small businesses appeared along the Hartsdale Section of Central Ave,
these were quickly joined by a succession of private homes (1929-1930 Atlas
retrieved from Westchester County Archives) and in 1934 the first ever Carvel was
founded in Greenburgh at the south side of Central Avenue in Hartsdale
(http://www.greenburghny.com/Documents/Carvel%20History.pdf). Curiously, at

this time there was no similar development along the Edgemont section of the
road (1929-1930 Atlas Retrieved from Westchester County Archives)

In 1950, Central Ave was re-zoned from residential to commercial and the first
major department store moved in later that year (Bae 1994 p. 3A). By 1980, it had
become a major shopping district. It has remained that way ever since. So ends the
story of how farmland became a major shopping district.
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