
An organization has been purchasing mean spirited 
and offensive billboards at train stations around the county, including the Hartsdale train station. The town does not 
have the power to stop these bill boards from being placed at local train stations. I find the billboard to be very 
offensive –inflammatory. There are many Muslims residing in Greenburgh and in our villages.  They should not be 
discriminated against.  The posters encourage hatred, discrimination and do not help the efforts to fight hate crimes. 

Last year the American Freedom Defense Initiative proposed posting an ad on city buses that read, “In any war 
between the civilized man and the savage, support the civilized man,” and then between two Stars of David had the 
words, “Support Israel. Defeat Jihad.”The MTA rejected the ad on the basis that it violated its prohibition on 
messages that demean individuals or groups on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or other 
characteristics.However, last week U.S. District Court Judge Paul Engelmayer ruled that the ad was political speech 
as it expressed a pro-Israel perspective, and as such was protected under the First Amendment. 

I will be contacting Metro North and will suggest another idea: Metro North should place a big poster next to these 
inflammatory ad’s highlighting the fact that these billboards are offensive and do reflect the opinions of 
Metro North and many in the community. This would not violate the first amendment.   

PAUL FEINER 
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